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How to Be Lonely

It’s not just a negative state to be vanquished.
There’s magic in it too.

By Olivia Laing
Ms. Laing is the author of “The Lonely City.”

March 18, 2020 f v

Edward Hopper's “Nighthawks," 1942, 2020 Heirs of

Josephine N. Hopper/Licensed by Artists Rights Society (ARS)

2 AT Resource, NY

In the winter of 1942, shortly after Pearl
Harbor was attacked, Edward Hopper began a
new painting: a New York City diner at night,
seen from outside, its four alienated
inhabitants trapped behind a bubble of green
glass. Of all Hopper's paintings, “Nighthawks”
encapsulates urban loneliness, the feeling of
being unable to connect despite being
surrounded by millions of others. Over the
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